The Shoals of Capricorn Programme — the Society’s latest and largest field research programme — has drawn to a successful close after three years in the field researching some of the world’s most productive yet unstudied waters. (See Geographical,July 2000.). This multi-disciplinary marine research, training and education initiative, run jointly with the Royal Society and the Governments of Mauritius and the Seychelles, has been investigat​ing the Mascarene Plateau, a vast undersea plateau in the western Indian Ocean. From field bases and remote research cruises, 200 scientists from 21 countries have been using satellite images, oceanographic instruments, SCUBA and marine biological survey techniques to collect valuable data to help understand the importance of this remote area of ocean.

More than 300 local people have been trained in marine research skills, SCUBA diving and first aid, and an exciting range of educational projects —including touch tanks — taught children about the wonders of the sea. The programme concluded in November with a one-day conference, where it was reported that the Mascarene Plateau is indeed a unique and rich area of ocean, and the unusually high bio-mass data collected indicate that the surrounding waters may well be the most productive in the world. The programme also discovered over 100 new species of benthic fauna in the Rodrigues Lagoon during an International Biodiversity Workshop, and demonstrated the gradual recovery of the Seychelles’ coral reefs following the severe bleaching event caused by El Nino 1997—8.

The future of marine research and education projects to build on the work by Shoals has been assured with the establishment of the new Seychelles Centre for Marine Research and Technology, and Shoals Rodriguez — a newly established NGO in Mauritius. These facilities will host researchers and promote marine research activities in the western Indian Ocean.

An overview of Shoals activities is presented in a field report detailing the 50 individual science projects and the wide-​ranging training and education projects in Mauritius and the Seychelles. Copies can be obtained through www.rgs.org/shoals
Vocabulary

Close =end

Run=organized

NGO =non government organisation

Questions

Where was the Shoals of Capricon Programme carried out?

How long was the study

Who was involved in the research ?

How was the research data collected?

What were its findings?

Who will continue the research

