
1 

 PAST PERFECT 

When they arrived  
at the store, it had  
already closed. 



2 

     When they arrived at the store, it had 
      already closed. 

two events in the past 
1st event – Past Perfect 

2nd event – Simple Past 



3 

     The store had already closed when  
      they arrived. 

FORM:  had + past participle 
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PRESENT PERFECT PAST PERFECT 

X X X X 

be
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     I’m not cooking now. 
     I’ve already ordered  
     pizza.  

be
fo

re
 

no
on

 

no
on

 

     I was not cooking at noon. 
     I had already ordered  
     pizza. 

occurred before now, 
at an unspecified time 

occurred before another 
time in the past 
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PAST PROGRESSIVE PAST PERFECT 

X X 

     I was waiting when 
     the pizza arrived.  
      

pi
zz
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ar
riv

ed
 

     The pizza had arrived 
      when he came home. 

in progress at a particular  
time in the past 

completed before a  
particular time in the past 

he
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X X 
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1st 
2nd 

I had already gone to bed  
when it started snowing. 
a.  it started snowing  ____ 
 
b.  I went to bed         ____ 
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1st 
2nd 

I had already gone to bed  
when it started snowing. 
a.  it started snowing  ____ 
 
b.  I went to bed         ____ 

2nd 
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1st 
2nd 

I had already gone to bed  
when it started snowing. 
a.  it started snowing  ____ 
 
b.  I went to bed         ____ 1st 

2nd 
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1st 
2nd 

I tried to go shopping, but the 
store had closed. 
a.  store closed              ____ 
 
b.  tried to go shopping  ____ 
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1st 
2nd 

I tried to go shopping, but the 
store had closed. 
a.  store closed              ____ 
 
b.  tried to go shopping  ____ 

1st 
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1st 
2nd 

I tried to go shopping, but the 
store had closed. 
a.  store closed              ____ 
 
b.  tried to go shopping  ____ 

1st 

2nd 
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1st 
2nd 

A friend called to suggest a good movie. 
She had seen it last Friday. 
a.  the friend saw the movie ____ 
 
b.  the friend called               ____ 
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1st 
2nd 

A friend called to suggest a good movie. 
She had seen it last Friday. 
a.  the friend saw the movie ____ 
 
b.  the friend called               ____ 

1st 
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1st 
2nd 

A friend called to suggest a good movie. 
She had seen it last Friday. 
a.  the friend saw the movie ____ 
 
b.  the friend called               ____ 

1st 

2nd 


